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GENGHIS KHAN 


was the founder and first Great Khan (Emperor) of the Mongol Empire, which became the largest contiguous empire in history after his death. He came to 
power by uniting many of the nomadic tribes of Northeast Asia, and, after being proclaimed the universal ruler of the Mongols, or Genghis Khan 
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Genghis Khan and his empire have a fearsome reputation in local histories. Many medieval 
chroniclers and modern historians describe Genghis Khan's conquests as wholesale 
destruction on an unprecedented scale, causing great demographic changes and a drastic 
decline of population as a result of mass exterminations and famine. A conservative 
estimate amounts to about four million civilians (whereas other figures range from forty to 
sixty million) who lost their lives as a consequence of Genghis Khan's military campaigns. In 
contrast, Buddhist Uyghurs of the kingdom of Qocho, who willingly left the Qara Khitai 
empire to become Mongol vassals, viewed him as a liberator. Genghis Khan was also 
portrayed positively by early Renaissance sources out of respect for the great spread of 
culture, technology and ideas under the Mongol Empire. By the end of the Great Khan's 
life, the Mongol Empire occupied a substantial portion of Central Asia and China. Due to 
his exceptional military successes, Genghis Khan is often considered to be one of the 
greatest conquerors of all time. Beyond his military accomplishments, Genghis Khan also 
advanced the Mongol Empire in other ways. He decreed the adoption of the Uyghur script 
as the Mongol Empire's writing system. He also practised meritocracy and encouraged 
religious tolerance in the Mongol Empire, unifying the nomadic tribes of Northeast Asia. 
Present-day Mongolians regard him as the founding father of Mongolia. He is also 
credited with bringing the Silk Road under one cohesive political environment. This brought 
relatively easy communication and trade between Northeast Asia, Muslim Southwest Asia, 
and Christian Europe, expanding the cultural horizons of all three areas. 


Genghis Khan was probably born in 1162 in Deliitin Boldog, near the mountain Burkhan Khaldun and the rivers 
Onon and Kherlen in modern-day northern Mongolia, close to the current capital Ulaanbaatar. The Secret 
History of the Mongols reports that Temujin was born grasping a blood clot in his fist, a traditional sign that he 
was destined to become a great leader. 

He was the first son of Hoelun, second wife of his father YesUgei, who was a Kiyad chief prominent in the 
Khamag Mongol confederation and an ally of Toghrul of the Keraite tribe. 

Yesukhei's clan was Borjigin (Bop»xUrnH), and Hoelun was from the Olkhunut sub-lineage of the Khongirad tribe. 
Like other tribes, they were nomads. Temijin's noble background made it easier for him to solicit help from and 
eventually consolidate the other Mongol tribes. 


Genghis Khan was related on his father's side to Khabul Khan, Ambaghai, and Hotula Khan, who had headed 
the Khamag Mongol confederation and were descendants of Bodonchar Munkhag (c. 900). When the Jurchen 
Jin dynasty switched support from the Mongols to the Tatars in 1161, they destroyed Khabul Khan. 

Genghis Khan's father, Yesiigei (leader of the Kiyat-Borjigin clan and nephew to Ambaghai and Hotula Khan), 
emerged as the head of the ruling Mongol clan. This position was contested by the rival Tayichi'ud clan, who 
descended directly from Ambaghai. When the Tatars grew too powerful after 1161, the Jin switched their 
support from the Tatars to the Keraites. 

Little is known about Genghis Khan's early life, due to the lack of contemporary written records. The few 
sources that give insight into this period often contradict. 
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UNITING THE MONGOL CONFEDERATIONS, 1184— 1206 


In the early 1 2th century, the Central Asian plateau north of China was divided into several prominent tribal 
confederations, including Naimans, Merkits, Tatars, Knamag Mongols, and Keraites, that were often unfriendly 
towards each other, as evidenced by random raids, revenge attacks, and plundering. 

Early attempts at power 

Temujin began his ascent to power by offering himself as an ally (or, according to other sources, a vassal) to his 
father's anda (sworn brother or blood brother) Toghrul, who was Khan of the Keraites. This relationship was first 
reinforced when Bérte was kidnapped by Merkits in around 1184. To win her back, Temijin called on the 
support of Toghrul, who offered 20,000 of his Keraite warriors and suggested that Temijin involve his 
childhood friend Jamukha, who was Khan of his own tribe, the Jadaran. 

As Jamukha and Temijin drifted apart in their friendship, each began consolidating power, and they became 
rivals. Jamukha supported the traditional Mongolian aristocracy, while Temujin followed a meritocratic method, 
and attracted a broader range and lower class of followers. Following his earlier defeat of the Merkits, and a 
proclamation by the shaman Kokochu that the Eternal Blue Sky had set aside the world for Temijin, Temijin 
began rising to power. In 1186, Temijin was elected khan of the Mongols. Threatened by this rise, Jamukha 
attacked Temuyjin in 1187 with an army of 30,000 troops. Temijin gathered his followers to defend against the 
attack, but was decisively beaten in the Battle of Dalan Balzhut. However, Jamukha horrified and alienated 
potential followers by boiling 70 young male captives alive in cauldrons. Toghrul, as Temijin's patron, was 
exiled to the Qara Khitai. The life of Temijin for the next 10 years is unclear, as historical records are mostly 
silent on that period. 


Around the year 1197, the Jin initiated an attack against their formal vassal, the Tatars, with help from the 
Keraites and Mongols. Temijin commanded part of this attack, and after victory, he and Toghrul were restored 
by the Jin to positions of power. The Jin bestowed Toghrul with the honorable title of Ong Khan, and Temijin 
with a lesser title of j'aut quri. 


Around 1200, the main rivals of the Mongol confederation (traditionally the "Mongols") were the Naimans to 
the west, the Merkits to the north, the Tanguts to the south, and the Jin to the east. 


Jurchen inscription (1196) in Mongolia relating to Genghis Khan's alliance with the Jin against the Tatars 

In his rule and his conquest of rival tribes, Temujin broke with Mongol tradition in a few crucial ways. He 
delegated authority based on merit and loyalty, rather than family ties. As an incentive for absolute obedience 
and the Yassa code of law, Temijin promised civilians and soldiers wealth from future war spoils. When he 
defeated rival tribes, he did not drive away their soldiers and abandon their civilians. Instead, he took the 
conquered tribe under his protection and integrated its members into his own tribe. He would even have his 
mother adopt orphans from the conquered tribe, bringing them into his family. These political innovations 
inspired great loyalty among the conquered people, making Temijin stronger with each victory. 


MILITARY CAMPAIGNS, 1207—1227 


During the 1206 political rise of Genghis Khan, the 
Mongol Empire created by Genghis Khan and his allies 
shared its western borders with the of the Tangut 
Western Xia dynasty. To the east and south of the 
Western Xia dynasty was the militarily superior Jin 
dynasty, founded by the Manchurian Jurchens, who 
ruled northern China as well as being the traditional 
overlords of the Mongolian tribes for centuries. 


Though militarily inferior to the neighboring Jin, the 
Western Xia still exerted a significant influence upon 
the adjacent northern steppes. Following the death of 
the Keraites leader Ong Khan to Temujin's emerging 
Mongol Empire in 1203, Keriat leader Nilqa Senggum 
led a small band of followers into Western Xia before 
later being expelled from Western Xia territory. 


By invading Western Xia, Temujin would gain a tribute- 
paying vassal, and also would take control of caravan 
routes along the Silk Road and provide the Mongols with 
valuable revenue. Furthermore, from Western Xia he could 
launch raids into the even more wealthy Jin dynasty. He 
correctly believed that the more powerful young ruler of the 
Jin dynasty would not come to the aid of the Western Xia. 
When the Tanguts requested help from the Jin dynasty, they 
were refused.[49] Despite initial difficulties in capturing 
Western Xia cities, Genghis Khan managed to force 
Emperor Renzong to submit to vassal status. 

In 1211, after the conquest of Western Xia, Genghis Khan 
planned again to conquer the Jin dynasty. Luckily for the 
Mongols, Wanyan Jiujin, the field commander of the Jin a pei 
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army made several tactical mistakes, including avoiding 
attacking the Mongols at the first opportunity using his 
overwhelming numerical superiority, and instead initially 
fortifying behind the Great wall. 


Genghis besieged the Jin capital of Zhongdu (modern-day Beijing). According to Ivar Lissner, the inhabitants 
resorted to firing gold and silver cannon shot on the Mongols with their muzzle-loading cannons when their 
supply of metal for ammunition ran out. The city was captured and sacked. This forced the Jin ruler, Emperor 
Xuanzong, to move his capital south to Kaifeng, abandoning the northern half of his empire to the Mongols. 
Between 1232 and 1233, Kaifeng fell to the Mongols under the reign of Genghis's third son, Ogedei Khan. The 
Jin dynasty collapsed in 1234, after the siege of Caizhou. 


Kuchlug, the deposed Khan of the Naiman confederation that Temijin defeated and folded into his Mongol 
Empire, fled west and usurped the khanate of Qara Khitai (also known as the Western Liao, as it was originally 
established as remnants of the Liao dynasty). Genghis Khan decided to conquer the Qara Khitai and defeat 
Kuchlug, possibly to take him out of power. By this time the Mongol army was exhausted from ten years of 
continuous campaigning in China against the Western Xia and Jin dynasty. Therefore, Genghis sent only two 
tumen (20,000 soldiers) against Kuchlug, under his younger general, Jebe, known as "The Arrow". 
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KHWARAZMIAN EMPIRE (GREEN) 
Cc. 1200, ON THE EVE OF THE 
MONGOL INVASIONS 


In the early 13th century, the 
Khwarazmian dynasty was governed 
by Shah Ala ad-Din Muhammad. 
Genghis Khan saw the potential 
advantage in Khwarazmia as a 
commercial trading partner using the 
Silk Road, and he initially sent a 500- 
man caravan to establish official trade 
ties with the empire. Genghis Khan 
and his family and commanders 
invested in the caravan gold, silver, 
silk, various kinds of textiles and 
fabrics and pelts to trade with the 
Muslim traders in the Khwarazmian 
lands. 
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WESTERN XIA DYNASTY, JIN/JURCHEN 
DYNASTY, SONG DYNASTY AND 
KINGDOM OF DALIIN 1142 


The vassal emperor of the Tanguts (Western 
Xia) had earlier refused to take part in the 
Mongol war against the Khwarezmid Empire. 
Western Xia and the defeated Jin dynasty 
formed a coalition to resist the Mongols, 
counting on the campaign against the 
Khwarazmians to preclude the Mongols from 
responding effectively. In 1226, immediately 
after returning from the west, Genghis Khan 
began a retaliatory attack on the Tanguts. His 
armies quickly took Heisui, Ganzhou, and 
Suzhou (not the Suzhou in Jiangsu province), 
and in the autumn he took Xiliang-fu. One of 
the Tangut generals challenged the Mongols to 
a battle near Helan Mountains but was 
defeated. 


MONGOL EMPIRE IN 1227 AT GENGHIS KHAN'S DEATH 


Genghis Khan died in August 1227, during the fall of 
Yinchuan, which is the capital of Western Xia. The 
exact cause of his death remains a mystery, and is 
variously attributed to being killed in action against 
the Western Xia, illness, falling from his horse, or 
wounds sustained in hunting or battle. According to 
The Secret History of the Mongols, Genghis Khan fell 
from his horse while hunting and died because of the 
injury. He was already old and tired from his journeys. 
The Galician—Volhynian Chronicle alleges he was 
killed by the Western Xia in battle, while Marco Polo 
wrote that he died after the infection of an arrow 
wound he received during his final campaign. Later 
Mongol chronicles connect Genghis's death with a 
Western Xia princess taken as war booty. One 
chronicle from the early 17th century even relates the 
legend that the princess hid a small dagger and 
stabbed him, though some Mongol authors have 
doubted this version and suspected it to be an 
invention by the rival Oirads. 


GENGHIS KHAN (CENTER) AT THE CORONATION OF HIS SON 
OGEDEI, RASHID AL-DIN, EARLY 14TH CENTURY 


Years before his death, Genghis Khan asked to be buried without 
markings, according to the customs of his tribe.[73] After he died, 
his body was returned to Mongolia and presumably to his 
birthplace in Khentii Aimag, where many assume he is buried 
somewhere close to the Onon River and the Burkhan Khaldun 
mountain (part of the Kentii mountain range). According to legend, 
the funeral escort killed anyone and anything across their path to 
conceal where he was finally buried. The Genghis Khan 
Mausoleum, constructed many years after his death, is his memorial, 
but not his burial site. 


Before Genghis Khan died, he assigned Ogedei Khan as his 
successor. Genghis Khan left behind an army of more than 
129,000 men; 28,000 were given to his various brothers and his 
sons. Tolui, his youngest son, inherited more than 100,000 men. This 
force contained the bulk of the elite Mongolian cavalry. By 
tradition, the youngest son inherits his father's property. 
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The Mongol military was also successful in siege warfare, 
cutting off resources for cities and towns by diverting 
certain rivers, taking enemy prisoners and driving them in 
front of the army, and adopting new ideas, techniques 
and tools from the people they conquered, particularly in 
employing Muslim and Chinese siege engines and 
engineers to aid the Mongol cavalry in capturing cities. 
Another standard tactic of the Mongol military was the 
commonly practiced feigned retreat to break enemy 
formations and to lure small enemy groups away from the 
larger group and defended position for ambush and 
counterattack. 


Another important aspect of the military organization of 
Genghis Khan was the communications and supply route or 
Yam, adapted from previous Chinese models. Genghis 
Khan dedicated special attention to this in order to speed 
up the gathering of military intelligence and official 
communications. To this end, Yam waystations were 
established all over the empire. 


Genghis Khan and Great Khans of the Yuan dynasty, late 13th and early 14th-century Yuan paintings 
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